
CHARTER 
DEFENSE SCIENCE BOARD 

 
A. Official Designation: The Committee shall be known as the Defense Science Board 

(hereafter referred to as the Board). 
 
B. Objectives and Scope of Activities: The Board, under the provisions of the Federal Advisory 

Committee Act of 1972, as amended, shall provide the Secretary of Defense, the Deputy 
Secretary of Defense, the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and 
Logistics, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and, as requested, other Office of the 
Secretary of Defense (OSD) Principal Staff Assistants, the Secretaries of the Military 
Departments, the Commanders of the Combatant Commands, independent advice and 
recommendations on scientific, technical, manufacturing, acquisition process, and other 
matters of special interest to the Department of Defense.  

 
The Board is not established to advise on individual Defense procurements but instead shall 
be concerned with the pressing and complex technology problems facing the Department of 
Defense in such areas as research, engineering, and manufacturing, and will ensure the 
identification of new technologies and new applications of technology in those areas to 
strengthen national security. No matter shall be assigned to the Board for its consideration 
that would require any Member of the Board to participate personally and substantially in the 
conduct of any specific procurement or place him or her in the position of acting as a 
"procurement officials," as that term is defined pursuant to law. 
 
The Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics) or designated 
representative shall be authorized to act upon the advice and recommendations of the 
Board. 

 
C. Board Membership: The Board shall be composed of approximately 35 members and 

approximately six Senior Fellow members, who are eminent authorities in the fields of 
scientific, technical, manufacturing, acquisition process, and other matters of special interest 
to the Department of Defense.  

 
The Secretary of Defense shall appoint the Chairperson the Board upon the 
recommendation of the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics). 
The Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics) shall appoint the 
Vice Chairperson and all other members of the Board upon the advice of the DSB 
Chairman.  The DSB Chairman and Vice Chairman will be appointed for two-year terms and 
may be reappointed for additional terms. 

 
Board Members who are not fulltime Federal officers or employees, shall serve as Special 
Government Employees under the authority of 5 U.S.C. § 3109. Members may be appointed 
for terms ranging from one to four years.  Such appointments will normally be staggered 
among the Board membership to ensure an orderly turnover in the Board's overall 
composition on a periodic basis. With the exception of travel and per diem for official travel, 
they shall normally serve without compensation, unless otherwise authorized by the 
appointing authority. In addition, the Secretary may invite other distinguished Government 
officers to serve as non-voting Observers of the Board.  
 
The Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics) may appoint 
consultants, with special expertise, to assist the Board on an ad hoc basis. All consultants 



shall serve as Special Government Employees under the authority of 5 U.S.C. § 3109. In 
addition, the Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Technology and Logistics) may 
identify chairpersons from other advisory committees to serve on the Board.  These 
individuals will sit as observers only and shall not vote on matters before the Board. 

 
D. Board Meetings: The Board shall meet at the call of the Designated Federal Officer, in 

consultation with the Chairperson, and the estimated number of Board meetings is four per 
year. The Board shall be authorized to establish subcommittees, as necessary, to fulfill its 
mission, and these subcommittees shall operate under the provisions of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act of 1972, as amended. The Board's ad hoc Task Forces shall 
establish regular meeting schedules as necessary to complete their directed Terms of 
Reference tasking,  

 
E. Duration of the Committee: The need for this advisory function is on a continuing basis. 

However, it is subject to renewal every two years. 
 
F. Agency Support: The Department of Defense, through the Under Secretary of Defense 

(Acquisition, Technology and Logistics), shall provide administrative and support services as 
deemed necessary for the performance of the Board’s functions, and shall ensure 
compliance with reporting requirements of 5 U.S.C. § 6 App.2.  Additional information and 
assistance, as required, may be obtained from other components of the Department of 
Defense with contracting authority, support contractors, including DoD Federally Funded 
Research and Development Centers for studies and analysis support.  

 
G. Termination Date: The Board shall terminate upon completion of its mission or two years 

from the date this Charter is filed, whichever is sooner, unless it is extended by the 
Secretary of Defense. 

 
H. Operating Costs: It is estimated that the total annual operating costs, to include staff 

salaries, travel costs and meeting and contract support is approximately $4.0 million, and six 
(6) Full-Time Equivalent (FTE). 

 
I. Charter Filing Date: February 28, 2006 

 


